Hall’s well that ends well as
listed site opens its doors

Almost 1,000 visitors attend open-day celebration of Meersbrook Hall after community takeover to create workspaces, playgroup and cqfé
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‘ ‘ 'oumust
love the
creation
youworkin
the midst
of,” wrote John Ruskinin
1859, advice not noticeably
heeded by Sheffield Council
officers of the late 20th cen-
tury who inserted a series of
plasterboard cubiclesinto
the former Ruskin Museum
in Meersbrook Park.
Meersbrook Hall, aGrade
11 listed building, dates back
tothe18th century at least,
said Friends of Meersbrook
Hall heritage lead Rhiannon
Thomas. Possibly the estate
ofagentleman farmer in the
17008, the hall was expanded
by a series of wealthy owners
until Sheffield Corporation
bought the building and park
inthe 1880s, before installing
the Ruskin Museum in 1890.
. Anoldervisitortothe
Heritage Open Day at the
hall on Sunday remembered

~ o

he hall, above; Will Ferraby car
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visiting the asa
schoolgirlin the 1940s, and
being particularly delighted
by the stuffed peacock in the
window, said to be arelic of a
previous owner.
There were almost 1,000
visitorsto the Celebrat-
ing Meersbrook Hall event,
many of whom were excited
to hear how the hall has fi-
nally been brought back into
line with Ruskin’s vision,
which did not include plas-
terboard.

“This building had been
utterly vandalised,” said
Andy Jackson angrily, in

amagnolia corridor. The

city council’s parks depart-
ment moved into the hall
inthe1950s, and eventu-
ally moved out earlier this
ardifatan sinnai v

et

mar t' exercise. Andy,
manager of Heeley Develop-
ment Trust, stepped in after
meetings of hundreds of lo-
calscalled for the Heeley and
Meersbrook community to
take over the hall, rather than
it being sold. The strength of
feeling, and theinterest in
the building and what it has
tooffer, leads Andy and many
of his colleagues to believe
theidealsof Ruskin are as rel-
evant now as ever.

“It's damn well common
sense,” hesaid. “You can't
havea city that'sjust houses
and roads, you need space
where people can go outside
and meet and breathe and
talk to each other. A city
without that isa city without
quality.”
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Guild of St George and pro-
ducer of the Ruskin in Shef-«
field annual programme of
events, is equally enthusias-
tirahant the ritv'e oraen nf
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