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Afterword

This work has not been an attempt to “fully” interpret Ruskin,
but rather to set a small, clear window at my own eye level
through which to glimpse the world he saw.

What I learned most while translating was that

the elements of Gothic are more than technical terms:

they embody an attitude — a way of looking honestly at nature,
and of welcoming change and imperfection.

Throughout the text, I strove to preserve the concepts
without obscuring them,
and to keep the rhythm and texture of the language as close as possible.
Particularly, in passages about the meeting of cusps and foils,
the union of gable and pointed arch,
and the virtues of “change” and “imperfection,”
my aim was to let them speak for themselves without over-explaining.
Where shortcomings remain,
they are entirely due to the limits of my own study.

The book follows a “selective dual-track” design:
the first half presents a reader-friendly flow,
while the later, more technical sections keep closer to the original grain.
This was a deliberate choice to serve two groups of readers:
those who wish first to taste Ruskin’s ideas and style,
and those who wish to consult definitions, regulations,
and practical rules in detail.
The glossary and notes at the end are meant to act as a bridge
between these two paths,
with just enough explanation to aid, but not overshadow, the text.
Readers can check them whenever questions arise,
without breaking the thread of reading.

I hope this book may serve not as an ending,
but as a beginning.
Ruskin’s sentences and even his smallest descriptions
lead readers into wider reflection.
If, having tasted this perspective here,
you are encouraged to turn to the original work
or to his other books — The Seven Lamps of Architecture,



Modern Painters, and more —
then this translation will have fulfilled its purpose.

Finally, my heartfelt thanks to everyone who has read this book.
I gladly welcome suggestions for clearer expressions
and more precise terms.
With each future translation,
I will continue to work through the questions left open today.

Taeyoon Song
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Original English Text

The full English text of The Nature of Gothic
is freely available worldwide as it is part of the public domain.
Readers can access the original here:
Project Gutenberg: The Stones of Venice, Vol. II, Chapter VI



https://www.gutenberg.org/files/30755/30755-h/30755-h.htm#link2HCH0006

